
A Family Conversation:  
Culture, Sexuality & Scripture

Feb 6 - 27 
Wednesdays  6:15pm - 7:15pm   

Led by Pastors Scott and Audrey  
Childcare Provided



Things We Want You to Know 

1. We’d rather not do this.

2.  We are not experts.

3.  This is a family conversation.

4.  We won’t all agree, but we can all love 

 each other. 

5. This is a personal and sensitive issue for many

6.  A new hot topic will come along. 
7.



Conversation Guidelines 
  

• Respect people, even as you critique their opinions. 

• What is self-evident to you isn’t always self-evident to  

another person.

• Talk to people, not at people. 

• Seek to understand before being understood.

• When appealing to tradition, remember not everyone  

shares or interprets that tradition in the same way. 

• Don’t paint people with too broad a brush.

• We like humor, but it is rarely helpful in these discussions.

• Disagreement is not hate 




1. We are to bear one another’s burdens. 

2. We are called to love God and love our neighbor.

3. Jesus calls us to compassion and not self-

righteousness.  We need to see people as Jesus       
saw people.  


Scriptural Principles



Overview 
Feb 6     A Way Forward - Rev. Wil Cantrell

Feb 13   Repentance and Definition of Terms

    Feb 20   Interpreting Scripture

    Feb 27   Where do We go from Here? 



Repentance  
• Many same-sex attracted people have been the victims of violence 

and/or ridicule 


• We in the church too often either went along with these things, or 
didn’t actively take a stand that would have alleviated the suffering 



“You have heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 

But I tell you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, 

that you may be children of your Father in heaven.” 
—Matthew 5:43-45a (NIV) 



Believing I’m “right”  
isn’t enough. 



Deal With The World As Is 
• Paul couldn’t imagine a world without slavery, yet  
   he still shared implications of the gospel  
   with slave owners as Christian brothers.  
• Jesus believed Rome was an oppressive empire,  
    he still reached out to tax-collectors and  
    performed healings for soldiers.  
*  If we are to interact the world, we need to understand how  

others see the world. 



Definition of Terms  
Shared language is essential to meaningful conversation.  

(*Source: http://lgbtqia.ucdavis.edu/lgbt-education/lgbtqia-glossary) 



Abbreviation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender. 
An umbrella term that is used to refer to the community 
as a whole. Our center (UC Davis) uses LGBTQIA to intentionally 
include and visibilize the Queer, Intersex and Asexual 
communities under our umbrella. 

LGBT 



A sexual and affectional orientation toward people of the 
same gender; can be used as an  umbrella term for men 
and women. 

Gay

A woman whose primary sexual and affectional orientation is 

toward people of the same gender.

Lesbian



A person whose primary sexual and affectional 
orientation is toward people of the same and other 
genders, or toward people regardless of their gender.  

Bisexual 



Used most often as an umbrella term, some commonly held 
definitions: 
1. Someone whose gender identity or expression does not              

fit within dominant- group social constructs of assigned              
sex and gender.  

2. A gender outside of the man/woman binary.  
3. Having no gender or multiple genders. 
4.

Transgender 



A person who lives full-time in a gender different 
than their assigned birth sex and gender. 
Many pursue hormones and/or surgery. Sometimes 
used to specifically refer to trans* people pursuing 
gender or sex confirmation. 

*Transsexual (TS) 



Anyone who chooses to identify as such. This can include, 
but is not limited to, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, intersex 
and asexual people. Not all the people in the above subcategories 
I.D. as queer, and many people NOT in the above groups DO. 

This term has different meanings to different people. Some still 
find it offensive, while others reclaim it to encompass the broader 
sense of history of the gay rights movement. Can also be used as 
an umbrella term like LGBT, as in "the queer community." Some 
transgender people express concern that “queer” only 
applies to sexual orientation. 

Queer 



Intersex
People who naturally (that is, without any medical intervention) develop primary 
or secondary sex characteristics that do not fit neatly into society's definitions 
of male or female. Many visibly Intersex people are mutilated in infancy and early 
childhood by doctors to make the individual’s sex characteristics conform to
society’s idea of what normal bodies should look like. 

Intersex people are relatively common, although the society's denial of their 
existence has allowed very little room for intersex issues to be discussed publicly. 
Hermaphrodite is an outdated and inaccurate term that has been used to describe 
intersex people in the past. 



ASexuality
 
A sexual orientation generally characterized by not 
feeling sexual attraction or a desire for partnered 
sexuality. Asexuality is distinct from celibacy, 
which is the deliberate abstention from sexual 
activity. Some asexual people do have sex. There 
are many diverse ways of being asexual.



UMC in the USA 
and the World







The One Church Plan 
• Removes the language from the discipline that says homosexual practice is 

incompatible with Christian teaching
• “In the One Church Plan, no annual conferences, bishops, congregations, or 

pastors are compelled to act contrary to their convictions.”
• Pastors would be able to individually decide whether or not to preside over a 

same-sex marriag
• Annual Conferences and related Boards of Ordained Ministry, would have the 

authority over who they can ordain.
• Local churches would by default retain not allowing same-sex weddings on their 

premise. A local church can by a simple majority vote at a church conference 
vote to allow same-sex weddings on their premise if they desire.

• “The plan grants space for traditionalists to continue to offer ministry as they 
have in the past; space for progressives to exercise freely a more complete 
ministry with LGBTQ persons; and space for all United Methodists to continue to 
coexist without disrupting their ministries”



The Connectional Plan

● Would create three connectional conferences defined by theology rather than 
geography

● Each connectional conference would create its own Book of Discipline, 
tailored to their theological perspectives

● The jurisdictional conferences would have first vote to choose which 
connectional conference they join

● If an annual conference wishes to choose differently than their jurisdictional 
conference they may do so

● If a local church wishes to choose differently than their annual conference they 
may do so

● This plan requires constitutional amendments in addition to General 
Conference approval (Must succeed with a 2/3 vote rather than simple 
majority, Annual Conferences must also vote on it to approve)

● Will take several years to implement



The Traditionalist Plan
● Would reaffirm the United Methodist Church’s present teachings on human 

sexuality
● Would call for enhanced accountability standards for clergy, bishops and annual 

conferences
● UM Clergy would not be allowed to preside at same-sex weddings and same-sex 

weddings would not be allowed on UM property
● Self-avowed, practicing homosexuals would not be eligible for ordination in the 

UMC
● Require bishops and Annual conferences to affirm that they will uphold the 

Discipline’s standards on LGBTQ marriage and ordination
● Annual conferences not willing to affirm may form an “autonomous, affiliated, or 

concordat church” (ex: connected to the UMC with voice but not vote)
● Local churches can choose to go against their Annual Conference’s decision



Overview 
Feb 6     A Way Forward - Rev. Wil Cantrell

Feb 13   Repentance and Definition of Terms

    Feb 20   Interpreting Scripture

    Feb 27   Where do We go from Here? 



Holy Conferencing
- Recognize that where 2 -3 gather in Jesus’ name, He is there      

with them (Matt 18:20)
- Recognize that God loves you all
- Assume they’re not all wrong and you’re not all right
- Speak in grace and speak only what is good
- Seek to understand, than to be understood
- Use the words “I” and “I feel” instead of speaking generally about 

the other.
-


